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FREE & CHARITABLE CLINICS
MONTH

Join IAFCC's month-long social media campaign and
highlight the work of your clinic, go to pages 1-4.

Wear blue as a sign of your support for Illinois’ free
and charitable clinics on Wednesday, August 16, 2023,
go to page 3.

Reach out to policymakers and elected officials. To
learn how to find your state and federal elected
officials, go to page 5.

August is Illinois Free and Charitable Clinics Month and we
want to make sure every last Illinoisan knows about it!

 
Join us in bringing awareness to free and charitable clinics

across the state.
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This year's toolkit provides resources for clinics to use
to raise awareness and spread the word
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Highlight all campaigns and outreach with the IAFCC
Free & Charitable Clinics Month Hashtags! 
#IFCCMonth23 #ILFreeClinicsMonth2023



Help us Spread the Word

Free & Charitable Clinics: 
Strengthening Illinois’ Health Care Safety Net

Be proud of your work, day in and day out. 
Participate in this year's social media campaign.

 Below are ideas for what to post.

Week 1: Clinics
Share the great work of your clinic.
Highlight how free and charitable clinics
strengthen the healthcare safety net by
posting stories of how your clinic addresses
critical healthcare needs. Present data on
the benefits of your clinic to patients in the
state of Illinois.

Share patient stories from your clinic! 
It is crucial for clinics to shine a spotlight on
the individuals they serve. By highlighting
patient stories, clinics can vividly
demonstrate the impact of their work, foster
empathy, and inspire potential funders to
invest in their mission.

We couldn’t do anything without our
volunteers! 
This is a great way to engage our volunteers
to spread the word and share their stories
about why they volunteer, what they gain,
and what they see they provide in our
communities.

Thank you to our donors/partners!
This is where we highlight donors/partners
of many of our clinics. Another way to point
out how we’re able to do the work we do is
through our partnerships, funding, etc.

Week 2: Volunteers

Week 3: Patients Week 4: Collaborations
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For example, share how a patient has managed
their hypertension because of your care or how a
patient received needed dental care because of
your clinic.

For example, the number of patients seen in a year,
COVID vaccines or tests administered, or if your
clinic has specialists. 

For example, share testimonials and quotes from
volunteers working in clinics across the state on
their stories, experiences, & their impact.  

For example, you may highlight some of the
supporters of this month – sponsors, supporters,
and funders. Please tag your collaborators in your
social media posts!

#IFCCMonth23 
#ILFreeClinicsMonth2023



EXAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Clinics

Patients/Volunteers

"Other partners - whom we could not exist
without - are our medical providers: generous
people who volunteer their time outside of
their busy workdays. These include
physicians, nurse practitioners, PAs, and DOs.

 #IFCCMonth23 #ILFreeClinicsMonth2023"

Collaborations

"This year IAFCC formed a relationship with
the Illinois chapter of NAMI, a national

organization to provide help to those with
mental health issues. "Other partners -

whom we could not exist without - are our
medical providers: generous people who
volunteer their time outside of their busy

workdays. These include physicians, nurse
practitioners, PAs, and DOs. 

 
#IFCCMonth23"

"Illinois Free and Charitable Clinics take a
holistic approach in the provision of health

care to those who can’t afford it. Many
healthcare centers provide health education,
social services, exercise classes, counseling,
dental, and much more in addition to providing

care. 
 

#IFCCMonth23 #ILFreeClinicsMonth2023

Here are example posts your clinic
could make to highlight the
great work your clinic does! Be sure
to use the hashtag
#IFCCMonth23 to spread the word
that August is Free and Charitable
Clinics month!
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Wear Blue Day
WEAR BLUE FOR FREE &
CHARITABLE CLINICS MONTH!

We would love to see your pictures of your
volunteers & staff members wearing BLUE!

August 16, 2023

To celebrate Free and Charitable Clinics Month,
IAFCC encourages our clinics to participate in a

color day on Wednesday, August 16th, 2023

We are wearing all shades of blue! You can incorporate
blue into your day by painting your nails or using fun head

gear such as a blue wig or hat.
Have fun with it!

Share your pictures on social media using 
 

#IFCCMonth23 #ILFreeClinicsMonth2023
#WearBlueDayIL

Send your photos to
ariana@illinoisfreeclinics.org
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You can use the fact sheet or
Infographic in a variety of ways:

Share them in a Facebook post. 
Add them to your website. 
Send them as attachments to emails to
donors and legislators. 
Print and mail to stakeholders, or post them in
your clinic. 
Create a packet of information to send off to
legislators, including these sheets and
information on your clinic. 

Make sure to include
details on your clinic,
your volunteers, and
your patients. 
It is always powerful to add a patient or provider
story as long as permission is granted by the
individual before sharing publicly AND the
personal information such as name and age are
de-identified.

Fact Sheet & Infographic
We hope the information on the Fact Sheet and Infographic can be
helpful to you in promoting your clinic during Free and Charitable
Clinics Month.

Click here to download PDFs

4

https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/1/?ui=2&ik=3a25bd8801&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1764164362095535841&th=187b9223f01ba6e1&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_lgwg9ek41&saddbat=ANGjdJ-uSLdWKebFMEFu89ziXavftxgBj3nX0SLS69Ga0T7ijAkNE3lZnHW4xvh5qHB_69L0RL-EbOo-G-tX3X1fe9GpjeQc-aHVVRStg9U1pRz_kqNy_IWnH6SPvt7bJ2-1ONbfkTPiS90sNaO8Sj8OMR8B8qoELYow_UQLh42HK0V0qpaUNUcKo70_rOOoUunqLI01B0y-c1ZjUfxgr7FTQllG-vI8lZXHaLvivEWNTImbKilR9GXeix2P0dAKQwc8xrkUDYrP4CcMPVrDcegC3nBJ9f7AmqiJx2NNqFnxgeP_XPw5Pa5X8XnjeH2q6HznZPa7WlVePZknPinqbuYP3VF-nPEQninr17F9Y3srFpd-CsDCN6AeUeSQMT6jWrUY4FYowR5Tv2wkF5qSYH5hTNIeNjlwBcsN9-k6a8TGSykXYFXJht78xYujAy1xK7tJ_CDOwy50TZ66uXqFGmunUk3eoIlHRQGe17XvRfrSA08QkWWUGowqk5wzBee6lSb3ePz56yhKn2phhVVTtoDE-UjSDLR_34v37tfxs7tmWF9RARTMHid6ZQsT4SZiCyfLqo0TziOaslyf4ssaEXoREweNuYMSAb7g2Xw6U13qnsrqPj-5pSc1_rb2tipw0KTugTJoYX5i6TOhJPYlvOAKAWBCVpMX4K4oi52LOtiGign1Tjc_2egDvdnRkWsH9RrK4O-4oocmYKBjrv9vch0SgnpLZtIXup682oThAWsw4RBSnv0511Fcq_MaABUzUZD04I1ND1IYqM1kkVVh70Y29ov0I6mYmqAiZVOdsKC_gqqUp9H8bOk8uCXqJYmfvELpQ7O3W83hGFCkJ9YUOSlloiB-ztiEAx0MT1Q_GB98UgtBTqiwyTXZOFym4RhNLfm0dOQLwUPRiyRySLXikqm1N6Zq064-Om-nOIme801bPdUziepek-GLAPIA1fpEn4TmNHL_Phs3tWPlUfvkrfeHeUnPVakALaL7AIHHlfkVK0Sv-P5hCBOOCu6xpB2zjNB-8_x_4ZfseB_vnsZBNELukhXbXma0Nbukhoyilg
https://doc-0s-58-apps-viewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer/secure/pdf/n8b3jpbmf4d5q6voq4hclvqhrrlmd344/f5sm41skl9usjeumml2iu3ikklrgcq2o/1683904950000/gmail/00089692431236317148/ACFrOgD8LSHh9yXWJf1a9c9jNJHC8xlaxrx19wIEetttsNqpOux390XibpxN4pQVzSzCGkHnLSWBOLfnCs2soMBC2RnBxrhsWztYwENTNkzv3D4vShT0R8cv710zJ1o=?print=true&nonce=8oiop9m23s9ps&user=00089692431236317148&hash=8ph5i5geugoka43qnb2amn5qslp1h1qf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19eDIe7cz3-lLHpbzhI8HrMn-kOqSn-5g?usp=share_link


Enter the address for which you are attempting to locate
districts/officials, then click "Find Address".

How To Contact State
and Federal
Legislators
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Go to this website: www.elections.il.gov/ElectionOperat
ions/DistrictLocator/AddressFinder.a spx

Once you have determined the correct location is being
displayed, click "Confirm Address" to see the associated
districts/officials.

Please contact your legislators and let them know about the
importance of free and charitable clinics. As you know, free and
charitable clinics are included in Illinois FY 2024 budget- for the first
time. We need to continue to stress the importance of our clinic's work
to elected officials. To contact your representatives please follow the
steps below:

Consider: 

Taking the time to speak with official's staff is incredibly important.
Building rapport can be just a can be just as beneficial as speaking to
official themselves! Additionally, you can contact your elected
officials through their official social media accounts
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FREE & CHARITABLE CLINICS
MONTH: MINI GRANTS
This August, the Association is spearheading Illinois’ 9th
annual Free and Charitable Clinics Month because we
want everyone to know the critical and vital role you play
in the safety net health care system in Illinois.

The mini-grant can be used to help cover costs related to
Free and Charitable Clinics Month. Clinics may apply for
mini-grants up to $500.00 to cover expenses related to
events, marketing, and outreach material and/or products
for patients. 

The due date for the mini-grant is June 30th - 
to apply please click the link below: 

Illinois Association of Free & Charitable
Clinics Month 2023

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/3F0ugcWLfdw961C4
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Now what?
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Illinois Association of Free & Charitable
Clinics Month 2023

Declaration of August as Free & Charitable Clinics
Month in your community
Thank your legislators 
 Invite your legislators to tour your clinic 
 Inform the community of the impact of the clinics with
data and patient experience
 Inform the community of the impact of Free and
Charitable Clinics in Illinois (IAFCC News Releases)
 Promote the valuable role IAFCC clinics play in nimbly
responding to the current needs of Illinois' uninsured
and underinsured. Help us understand and
communicate the role you play by completing this
survey:  IAFCC Impact & Response Form 
Stay up to date on all relevant bills and resources
IAFCC Advocacy & Policy Page and IAFCC FCC Month
Page

 Hospital Accountability and Transparency Act
I-DROP 
Affordable Insulin Act 

What can you do to increase awereness? 
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

a.
b.
c.

     

https://www.illinoisfreeclinics.org/what-we-do/news-releases/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/HlC3G4M
https://www.illinoisfreeclinics.org/what-we-do/advocacy-and-policy/
https://www.illinoisfreeclinics.org/what-we-do/free-charitable-clinics-month/


Now what?
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Illinois Association of Free & Charitable
Clinics Month 2023

As a critical part of the Illinois health care safety net, the IAFCC clinics are
dedicated to providing free, comprehensive, high quality, health care to the
uninsured and underinsured through mostly donated resources. Due to the
support provided by Illinois Governor JB Pritzker and the members of the
General Assembly, the IAFCC was able to distribute nearly $9 million from a
first ever State of Illinois appropriation in the current State Fiscal Year to serve
a population of Illinois residents in which 100 percent live below the federal
poverty level through an estimated 100,000 patient visits that saved Illinois
hospitals more than $33 million in emergency room visits, over $20 million in
value of donated care for a total of over $53 million. The small investment in
the clinics goes along way. For the upcoming fiscal year, the IAFCC asked for
continued funding of $9 million and were appropriated $4 million. 

The sector has supported and educated on policies that increase resources
for patients, decrease barriers to care and provide critical access points for
those that are most in need of health care including behavioral and dental
care.

We urge all of Illinois to support the clinics in their communities.
We encourage you to learn about the role clinics play in providing
health care and strengthening the safety net.

We welcome you to join in the activities of Free and Charitable Clinics Month!

Sincerely,
Melissa Maguire
Executive Director, IAFCC


