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O VERVIEW

• Backgr o u n d : IC IRR, Illin o is P e r sp e ct ive  an d  
AC A e ligib ility  

• H e alth y  C o m m u n it ie s C o o k  C o u n ty  (H C 3) 
C o alit io n  an d  T ask  Fo r ce



W H O IS IC IRR? 

• IC IRR is d e d ica te d  to  p r o m o tin g th e  r igh ts 
o f im m igr an ts an d  r e fu ge e s to  fu ll an d  e q u a l 
p ar t icip a t io n  in  th e  civ ic, cu ltu r a l, so cia l, an d  
p o lit ica l life  o f o u r  d ive r se  so cie ty .

• In  p ar tn e r sh ip  w ith  o u r  m e m b e r  
o r gan iza t io n s, th e  C o alit io n : 
● e d u ca te s an d  o r gan ize s im m igr an t  an d  r e fu ge e  

co m m u n it ie s to  asse r t  th e ir  r igh ts; 
● p r o m o te s cit ize n sh ip  an d  civ ic p ar t icip a t io n ; 

m o n ito r s, an a ly ze s, an d  
● ad vo cate s o n  im m igr an t- r e la te d  issu e s; an d
● in fo r m s th e  ge n e r a l p u b lic ab o u t  th e  

co n tr ib u t io n s o f im m igr an ts an d  r e fu ge e s.





T H E A CA  A N D I M M I GRA N T S

N atu r al i zed  Ci t i zen s
L egal l y  p r esen t im m igr an ts
U n docu m en ted

w
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.icirr.org 



U .S. C IT IZ EN S AN D IM M IG RAN T S
U N D ER T H E AC A
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.icirr.org 



• L egal ly  p r esen t im m igr an ts
• Undocum en ted
• Refugees
• H um an  T r af f i ck ing
• V ict im s of  a cr im e
• D om est ic v iolence
• Asy lees
• Fiancees of  U .S. Ci t i zens 

REVIEW O F “N O N - CIT IZ EN ”
w
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.icirr.org 



47% of Cook County residents are 
uninsured



O U R P RO P O SED SO LU T IO N : H C 3 
D IREC T H EALT H AC C ESS P RO G RAM

• a  car e  co o r d in a t io n  p r o gr am  (sometimes also 
cal led a di rect access program) sim ila r  to  th e  
o n e s in  Lo s An ge le s, San  Fr an cisco  an d  N e w  
Yo r k  C ity

• T h e  m ain  o b je ct ive  o f th e  p r o gr am  is to  
b e t te r  co o r d in a te  r e sid e n t’s acce ss to  th e  
se r v ice s an d  r e so u r ce s a lr e ad y  ava ilab le



O U R KEY P ART N ERS
Community 

Organizations

Access Living – Cambiando
Vidas
Alliance of Filipinos for 
Immigrant Rights and 
Empowerment
Apna Ghar
Arise Chicago
Asian American Advancing 
Justice
Brighton Park Neighborhood 
Council
Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago
Centro Autonomo
Centro de Trabajadores
Unidos- Immigrant Workers 
Project
Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless
Chicago Irish Immigrant 
Support
Communities United
Compassionate Care Network
ENLACE Chicago
Fight For 15!
Hanul Family Alliance

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights (ICIRR)
Indo American Center
Korean American Community 
Services
Korean American Resource 
and Cultural Center
Logan Square Neighborhood 
Association
Mujeres Latinas en Accion
Northside Community 
Resources
P.A.S.O- West Suburban 
Action Project
Polish American Association
Salud Sin Papeles
Southwest Organizing Project
TARGET Area Development 
Corporation
United Congress of 
Community and Religious 
Organizations
Young Invincibles

Labor

American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal 
Employee (AFSCME)
Service Employees 
International Union Local 1
Service Employees 
International Union Health 
Care (SEIU-Healthcare)
Service Employees 
International Union Doctors 
Council

Policy Groups

Health and Medicine Policy 
Research Group

Heartland Alliance for Human 
Needs and Human Rights

Sargent Shriver National 
Center on Poverty Law

South Asian American Policy 
and Research Institute

Providers

Community Wellness 
Program/St. Anthony 
Hospital

Holy Cross Hospital/ Sinai 
Health System

Illinois Association for Free 
and Charitable Clinics

Illinois Primary Health Care 
Association

Illinois Transplant Fund

National Alliance on Mental 
Illness- Chicago

St. Joseph Services



V IC T O RY!
A  N EW  CO M PREH EN SI V E H EA L T H  

CA RE O PT I O N  FO R 40 ,0 0 0  
U N I N SU RED  RESI D EN T S!

O n  Se p te m b e r  14th , C o o k  
C o u n ty  C o m m issio n e r s Vo te d  
u n an im o u sly  to  e stab lish  th e  
C o o k  C o u n ty  d ir e ct  acce ss 
p r o gr am . 

T h e  p r o gr am  w ill, in  it ’s fir st  
y e ar , p r o vid e  acce ss to  
co o r d in a te d  h e a lth  ca r e  to  
40 ,0 0 0  lo w  in co m e , u n in su r e d  
C o o k  C o u n ty  r e sid e n ts.



W H AT O U R C O M M U N IT IES W O N

A d ir e ct  acce ss p r o gr am  in clu d e s:
• C o m p r e h e n sive  p r e ve n t ive  p r im ar y , sp e cia lty , 

e m e r ge n cy  an d  h o sp ita l car e  a t  an  affo r d ab le  co st
• A h e alth  n e tw o r k  m e m b e r sh ip  car d  u se d  as a  to o l 

to  sh ar e  p a t ie n t 's m e d ica l in fo r m atio n  acr o ss 
n e tw o r k  p r o vid e r s

• An  assign e d  "m e d ica l h o m e " w h e r e  p a t ie n ts w ill se e  
th e  sam e  d o cto r  an d  p r o vid e r  o n  a  r e gu lar  b asis



I SSU ES A N D B A RRI ERS

  44% unaware of low-cost services for the uninsured 

 28% had unpaid hospital bills, often for over $5,000 
 

     65% of those with bills unaware of financial aid 
 

   70% of those who applied for aid were unsuccessful 
 

     51% had a chronic health condition 
 



D IREC T AC C ESS P RO G RAM ’S
E LIG IBILIT Y

Eligib ility :
• U n in su r e d
• C o o k C o u n ty  r e sid e n ts
• At o r  b e lo w  20 0 % Fe d e r a l P o ve r ty  Le ve l 

(FP L)
• N o t e ligib le  fo r  p u b lic in su r an ce  

In  th e  fir st  y e ar  ab o u t  40 ,0 0 0  i n d i v i du al s w ill 
b e n e fit  fr o m  th is p r o gr am . M o vin g fo r w ar d , 
an y o n e  th a t  m e e ts th e  e ligib ility  r e q u ir e m e n ts 
can  ap p ly .



D IREC T AC C ESS P RO G RAM ’S
BEN EFIT S

• ce n tr a lize d  sy ste m  o f ad m in ist r a t io n  an d  
in fo r m at io n  sh ar in g

• a  sin gle  e n r o llm e n t  ap p lica t io n
• a  m e m b e r sh ip  car d
• assign m e n t  o f a  m e d ica l h o m e  an d  p r im ar y  

car e  p r o vid e r
• an  a ffo r d ab le  co st  st r u ctu r e  fo r  se r v ice s, an d  

m o r e



RESO U RC ES

• w w w .icir r .o r g
• h t tp s:/ / w w w .face b o o k .co m / h e a lth y co m m u n

it ie sco o kco u n ty /
• w w w .ge tco ve r e d illlin o is.go v
• h t tp :/ / w w w .p o ve r ty law .o r g/
• h t tp :/ / w w w .e ve r th r ive il.o r g/

http://www.icirr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/healthycommunitiescookcounty/
http://www.getcoveredilllinois.gov/
http://www.povertylaw.org/
http://www.everthriveil.org/


T H A N K  YO U !



CO M M U N IT Y H EALT H C ARE C LIN IC

• P o st- AC A clin ic p o p u la t io n  sh ift
• Lo cal ch an ge s in  im m igr a t io n  p o p u la t io n
• Re m ain in g gap s in  o u r  lo ca l h e a lth car e  

sy ste m
• Lo n g- te r m  t r u ste d  p r o vid e r  



•D o y ou car e f or  
i l legals at  y our  cl in ic?

Community Health Care Clinic



CO M M U N IT Y H EALT H C ARE C LIN IC

W h at  w e  d o  w e ll

• Fr ie n d ly , w e lco m in g e n vir o n m e n t  fo r  e ve r y o n e
• Fle xib le  w ith  “r e q u ir e d ” d o cu m e n ts fo r  se r v ice s
• Bi- lin gu al se r v ice s a t  a ll le ve ls

● Re ce p t io n
● P ap e r w o r k
● P r e scr ip t io n  lab e ls
● An y th in g th e y  co m e  to  u s w ith

• M e d ica t io n  acce ss



CO M M U N IT Y H EALT H C ARE C LIN IC

W h at  to  w atch  fo r  in  y o u r  clin ic

• T e am  te n sio n
• Re m o ve  a ll b ar r ie r s th a t  y o u  can  w ith  e ve r y o n e  

y o u  se r ve
• Staff acce p tan ce
• Yo u r  o w n  p e r so n a l b ias



CO M M U N IT Y H EALT H C ARE C LIN IC

W h at  C H C C  can  d o  b e t te r

• Sp e cia lty  o ffice s an d  h o sp ita l se r v ice s
• O th e r  im m igr an t  p o p u la t io n s

● Fr e n ch  C o n go le se
● M id d le  Easte r n
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